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Project Tons

By: Justin Michaels

03/04/2009: | am installing a HP 60 Front and
a 14 bolt rear. Chopping the rear frame and
building a new one to come out higher at the
rear of the Jeep. Tires will be 39.5 Pitbull
Rockers on 17" steel wheels w/ weld-on
beadlocks. | will be building all the axle
brackets myself on this. If funds allow it will get
hydraulic assist, 35 spline outers, and drive
flanges on the front axle. Also a lot of small
stuff here and there. Here are some begining
pics of the axles, tires, and how the Jeep will
sit for the next couple months.

03/19/2009: 1 got my beadlocks, drive flanges,
D-60 Lockrite, D-60 Master Install kit, and front
u-joints. Ordering diff cover Kits, brake bracket
for the 14 bolt, and some Ten Factory 35 spline
axle shafts tomorrow morning. Next week |
should start making some progress on getting
the axles under the Jeep and the beadlocks
welded on and tires mounted.

03/24/09: Progress is being way slower than |
planned (Boiler training at work taking one of
my days off a week). However the beadlocks
are welded on and all parts have been ordered
and on the way. Friday | am going to get the
bolts for the beadlocks and get the tires
mounted and get the rest of the steel | need for
the build.

03/30/2009: Got the tires mounted on the
beadlocks last night, however only one is
completely done. Got the 60 tore down and




went today and got all new wheel bearings and
spindle bearings for it. My diff covers and
brake brackets finally showed up today so now
| can start fabbing brackets. | plan on starting
on the rear frame section Thursday. They took
away are boiler training due to slow operations
in the plant so | get my days off back now so
now | can make some real progress!

04/03/2009: Here is one of the wheels and
tires.

| am glad they are done! This is one of the
most expensive shelves in the garage and it's
still missing a few parts!

04/13/09: Got the comp cut done and frame
cut off. Took some time lying out where to cut
the frame, plus we had softball games and
Easter things to do this weekend so | got
maybe 4 hours total to work on it this

weekend. Also got all my brake parts for the
14 bolt this weekend and will be getting the 60
brake stuff next weekend. | am hoping to
have the new frame built and bumper done by
thisweek as | am off Wednesday and
Thursday.

So you don't think | am extremely slow | also
have the new u-joints installed in the axles with
full circle clips. | installed new wheel bearings
and seals in the front hubs and spindles. |
welded out my new front diff cover and got
both diff covers bolted on and installed the disc
brake bracket on the 14 bolt. All this front 60
stuff is new to me so it is taking a little more
time than it should probably, but all | like on it is
doing the gear install and | am slowly gathering
the tools to be able to do it myself.




04/16/09: The cross member reuses the
factory body mounts é

and the rear bumper has a flush mounted
receiver hitch now with the pin going behind
the bumper. It is also now wider than the
frame.

04/17/09: 1It's 1 a.m. and | just stopped. Got
the entire frame welded out and a couple
braces put on the bottom side of the frame
where the new and old meet. | also got two
more cross members cut so | can add in body
mounts on the backside and they will also
serve as a future fuel cell mount, but had to
stop on that cause the hole saw in the drill
press puts out a high pitch sequel and | didn't
want to wake the BOSS. Also I still need to tie
the cage back into it. | should finish up in the
morning with the frame except for the cage tie-
in.

04/21/09: Frame is done and started the 14
bolt disc brakes and plan on starting the
suspension this weekend. May also start on
the gear and Lockrite install on the 60 this
weekend.

04/26/09: Alright, I got the discs brakes on the
14 bolt done and got my front brakes this
weekend. | didn't make a lot of progress
though. | had yard work to do, install a new AC
condenser on the house, painting lawn
furniture, and take out the boss for our
anniversary.




